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Whether you’re talking fresh water or salt water, Florida offers
the best overall fishing in the nation. Here’s a look at three dozen of

the best destinations for wetting a hook in the state this year.

by Bud ReiterAs Floridians, we are blessed with a
plethora of sportfishing opportunities
that anglers in other states can only
dream about. Whether it is some of
the best bass fishing in the world,
panfishing that is second to none, or a
shot at some of the most glamorous
saltwater game fish, it gets no better
than what our state offers.

In the Sunshine State, it’s not a
question of “where” can you find

some fish, but more a matter of
“what” species you want to catch and
“when” is the best time to do it. Here’s
a look at some times and places that
can answer those questions this year.

JANUARY
LAKE OKEECHOBEE

Largemouth bass
The last few years of fluctuating

water levels on the Big O frustrated
anglers, but it was a blessing for the
bass. Large areas of prime spawning
habitat were rejuvenated by the natu-
ral “drawdown” and saw excellent
year-classes of bass produced.

January normally sees Big O bass
at the mid-point of the spawning
cycle. Under warmer weather condi-
tions, expect to find plenty of bass in
and around shallow vegetation at
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LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Okeechobee

Tips: The spawn
should be in full
swing, and anglers
will find bass in shal-
low vegetation in less
than 5 feet of water.
Weedless soft plastics
and topwater plugs
are local favorites.

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake

Weohyakapka
Tips: Spawning bass
will be found from
the outside of the bul-
rush line to the shore.
Weedless soft plastics,
spoons and spinner-
baits are top lure
choices. 

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake George

Tips: Anglers will
find bass inside grass
lines where eelgrass
and dollar bonnets
meet. Soft plastics
and spinnerbaits are
effective offerings.

SEATROUT
Jacksonville Area

Tips: Look for big
trout along grass lines
and rock breakwalls
on a rising tide.
Topwater lures, plas-
tic jerkbaits and jigs
often outproduce live
bait.

SEATROUT
Horseshoe Beach

Tips: Start on outside
grassbeds on low tide
and follow the rising
water into the back-
waters. Standard trout
baits work, but a rat-
tling cork tipped with
a jig is a local
favorite.  

GROUPER
New Port Richey

Tips: Numerous live
bottom areas and rock
ledges exist within
two to seven miles of
the coast and open up
grouper fishing to
anglers in smaller
boats. Live pinfish are
effective baits on stout
tackle.

SPECKLED
PERCH

Lake Istokpoga

PANFISH
Lake Marian

SHELL-
CRACKERS

Choctawatchee R.

LARGEMOUTHS
Santa Fe Lake

LARGEMOUTHS
Crooked Lake

KING 
MACKEREL
St. Augustine

TARPON
Middle Keys

SPECKLED
PERCH

Lake Woodruff

BONEFISH
Biscayne Bay

STRIPED BASS
Lake Seminole

SEATROUT
St. Augustine

LARGEMOUTHS
Lower Suwannee

River
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depths of 5 feet or less. Moonshine
Bay and Fisheating Bay are tradition-
ally productive areas.

A sharp cold front will often move
bass to the outside edge of hydrilla
walls along channel edges and deep-
er drops, but the fish quickly return
to the shallows once it warms.

Topwater plugs and weedless soft
plastics are local favorites this time
of year, but don’t overlook weedless
spoons, spinnerbaits and even
buzzbaits on warm, cloudy after-
noons.

Alternatives
Speckled perch are moving into the

shallows to spawn on Lake Istokpoga.
Concentrate on bulrush and spatter-
dock in 3 to 6 feet of water with crap-
pie jigs or minnows.

The Lower Suwannee River and
the maze of tidal creeks outside its
mouth host good numbers of large-
mouth bass. Plastic worms, jigs and
small crankbaits are the lures.

FEBRUARY
LAKE WEOHYAKAPKA

Largemouth Bass
The spawn should be in full swing

on this body of water that is better
known as Lake Walk In Water, and

MARCH
LAKE GEORGE
Largemouth Bass

This is the peak of the spawn on
this 46,000-acre St. Johns River wide
spot, and there are plenty of “bass in
the grass.”

Savvy anglers are looking for areas
where eelgrass meets dollar bonnets
in 2 to 3 feet of water. Top areas are
the east shoreline from Georgetown
to Pine Island, the west shore from
Silver Glenn Run to Juniper Run, the
lakeside of Drayton Island, the grass-
beds on the southern end, and the area
around the mouth of Salt Run.

Soft-plastic jerkbaits, tube jigs and
worms are top choices, but if a breeze
is ruffling the surface a 1/4-ounce
white spinnerbait with nickel blades
can be deadly. Early and late in the
day, under calm conditions, topwater
plugs and buzzbaits can produce the
largest bass.

Alternatives
Bass are fired up on Santa Fe Lake,

and anglers concentrating on sub-
merged grassbeds in 5 to 7 feet of
water hook them on plastic worms,
jerkbaits and lipless crankbaits.

Anglers in Biscayne Bay can find

anglers can expect to find good num-
bers of bass from the outer edge of
the bulrush line to the shallower
spawning cover inside of it.

A cold winter front can push the
bass back to mid-lake hydrilla beds,
where live shiners can be deadly
baits. But the bass won’t linger there
long once it begins to warm. They
head back to the shallows.

Local experts spend the morning
tossing plastic worms and topwater
plugs to outside bulrush edges and
then move to the inside shallows
during the afternoon. This is a good
lake for “sight-fishing,” targeting
bedding bass in the shallows, but
don’t overlook weedless spoons and
soft-plastic jerkbaits in the same
cover.

Alternatives
Bass are flocking to the west side

shallows of Crooked Lake in Polk
County this month. Plastic worms,
soft-plastic jerkbaits and topwater
plugs produce in the 4- to 7-foot depth
range.

Lake Woodruff speckled perch are
invading the shallow pads to spawn
this month, and specks of up to 2
pounds are not uncommon.

TARPON
Boca Grande Pass
Tips: Drifting the
pass with live bait or
jigs is the standard
tactic, but first-time
visitors are well
advised to obtain the
services of a guide to
show them the ropes.

REDFISH
Cedar Key

Tips: Redfish move
up to the edges of
grass lines and oyster
bars on rising water
and drop back to
deeper potholes with
the falling tide. Lures
and finger mullet are
productive baits.

LARGEMOUTHS
West Lake

Tohopekaliga
Tips: Topwater plugs
and jerkbaits fished
around mid-lake hy-
drilla beds can pro-
duce big bass this
month. The morning
and evening hours are
prime times. 

FLOUNDER
First Coast Inlets

Tips: Fish tight to the
manmade structure
close to the inlet
mouths. The rising
tide is often best, and
the bait of choice is a
live finger mullet on a
Carolina rig.

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Talquin

Tips: Look for bass
on main-lake points
and following migrat-
ing shad schools into
major creek arms.
Crankbaits and top-
water lures are deadly.

SAILFISH
Fort Lauderdale

Tips: Slow-trolling
live bait along the
dropoff in “Sailfish
Alley” is a solid tactic
for tangling with
these nearshore bill-
fish this month.

PEACOCK BASS
Miami/Dade 

Canals

STRIPED BASS
St. Marys River

SNOOK
Everglades City

WHITE BASS
Lake Talquin

SNOOK
Port Charlotte

Harbor

SEATROUT
Steinhatchee River

LARGEMOUTHS
Rodman Reservoir

TARPON
New Port Richey

REDFISH
First Coast Jetties

SEATROUT & 
REDFISH

Anclote Key

GROUPER
Jacksonville

BONEFISH
Islamorada
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