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From the Tennessee border to the Gulf of Mexico, our state is loaded with fabulous fishing
destinations. Follow us as we take an up-close look at three dozen of these opportunities.

by Bob Borgwat

Fishing in Mississippi: frantic, or
relaxing; adventurous, or homespun;
mysterious, or plain as an old shoe.
The state’s fishing resources are so
varied that anglers can apply just
about any adjective and find some
facet of the sport that fits the bill.
Let’s take a look at a year’s fishing in
the Magnolia State that may test your
fishing line and your vocabulary.

JANUARY
Tidal Rivers
Striped Bass 

Strong flows of fresh water into the
lower reaches of the tidal rivers draw
striped bass into the deep holes and
bends of the Pascagoula, Pearl, Biloxi
and Tchoutacabouffa rivers, as well as
to Fort and Graveline bayous. Three-
to 4-pounders make up most of the

catch, but an occasional 20-pound-
class brute snatches a lure or bait,
especially in the vicinity of the Jack
Watson Power Plant on the Back Bay
at Biloxi.

The top lure pick among locals is a
rattling, sinking crankbait retrieved at
varied speeds or slow-trolled in deep
water adjacent to sandbars.

Other options: Don’t discount the
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STRIPED BASS
Tidal Rivers

Tips: Strong winter
flows in the lower
reaches of the rivers
concentrate the fish.
Lures or baits can
fool the fish, especial-
ly in deeper holes at
bends in a stream.

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

State Lakes
Tips: Patience is the
key when targeting
these wintertime
lunker bass. You can’t
retrieve your lures too
slowly. Try jig-and-
pigs or plastic worms.

SMALLMOUTH
BASS

Pickwick Lake
Tips: When the water
temperature hits 48
degrees, the big
bronzebacks become
active. Spinnerbaits or
suspending crankbaits
can fool these fish,
which run up to 7
pounds.

HYBRID BASS
Eagle Lake

Tips: Springtime
flows of water
through Steele Bayou
add current to the
lake, turning on the
hybrid action. The
fish are likely to be in
the 10- to 16-foot
depth range.

BLUEGILLS
State Lakes

Tips: Perry County
and Lamar Bruce are
leading lakes for pro-
ducing the panfish. A
cane pole with crick-
ets or red worms for
bait is all the gear
needed to fill a
stringer.

CHANNEL
CATFISH

Statewide Rivers
Tips: Summer’s heat
is no deterrent to Mr.
Whiskers when it
comes to biting. Cut
shrimp or night crawl-
ers fished on bottom
on a Carolina rig pro-
duce great action.

SHEEPSHEAD
Gulf Coast

COBIA
Horn Island

RED SNAPPER
Offshore Gulf

Waters

SPOTTED BASS
Ross Barnett

Reservoir

SPOTTED BASS
Bay Springs Pool

BLUE CATFISH
Pascagoula River

FLATHEAD
CATFISH

Yazoo River

SPECKLED
TROUT

Graveline Bayou

SPECKLED
TROUT

Mississippi Sound

CRAPPIE
Pickwick Lake

WHITING
Gulf Beaches

SAUGERS
Bay Springs Pool

Magnolia State
Angling Options

Magnolia State
Angling Options
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action you can find for sheepshead
around bridge pilings and bulkheads
along the coast. The deep-bodied and
black-barred fish have extremely
strong jaws for munching the barna-
cles on the pilings, so drop a shrimp
around this structure.

Sauger fishing in Bay Springs Pool
of the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway
up in northeast Mississippi is good in
midwinter, too.

FEBRUARY
State Lakes

Largemouths 
When winter wanes and spring is

awakening, the biggest largemouths
of the year — the broodstock —
begin to prowl south Mississippi’s
state-operated trophy-bass lakes.
Ross Barnett State Lake, in Smith
County, the impoundments at
Natchez State Park, in Adams County,
and Paul B. Johnson State Park, in
Forrest County, are among the current
top producers of heavyweight large-
mouths. Natchez State Park in partic-
ular became a hotspot for bass fisher-
men when the Mississippi state-
record largemouth, 18.15 pounds,
was caught in the lake in 1992. 

You’ll need to exercise tremendous

spawning areas of clay and pea-sized
gravel. The ideal water temperature
range is 48 to 56 degrees.

Other options: The upper Pearl
River above Ross Barnett Reservoir
from the state Highway 43 bridge to
the low-head dam comes alive with
spotted bass in early spring. Bright
tailspinners and small rattling
crankbaits can put more than 100 fish
per day in the boat for a pair of
anglers.

Large speckled trout first show up
this month as the warming waters of
the Mississippi Sound pull them out
of the passes in which they wintered.

APRIL
Eagle Lake

Hybrid Bass
As the dogwoods bloom, so does

the fishing for hybrid bass in Eagle
Lake. This Mississippi River oxbow
has been cut off from the influence
of Old Man River by floodgates, but
in the spring, water from Steele
Bayou keeps the current moving,
which gets these strong game fish
moving. Typical catches of hybrids
include fish in the 6- to 9-pound
range, but one fish caught in 2002
tipped the scale at 11 pounds, 15

patience if you’re to entice a bite from
the real trophies in these waters.
Slow-moving baits are tops, including
jig-and-pig combos and plastic
worms in dark colors.

Other options: Spotted bass gang
up in 20 to 30 feet of water on the
ridges, channels and river bends of
Bay Springs Pool. 

Wintertime tactics for speckled
trout in deep holes and boat basins
continue to draw solid catches of
legal-sized fish. Check out the oyster
bottoms in the 30-foot holes of
Graveline Bayou.

MARCH
Pickwick Lake

Smallmouth Bass
It’s trophy time for smallmouths at

what’s one of the nation’s leading
waters for the beautiful bronzebacks.
Straddling the Mississippi-Alabama-
Tennessee borders, Pickwick Lake
boasts pre-spawn action on fish that
can run as large as 7 pounds.

Suspending jerkbaits and 3/4-
ounce spinnerbaits with a single brass
willow-leaf blade are the lures
favored by local anglers. Fish either
one in 8 to 10 feet of water on sec-
ondary ledges and humps near

AMBERJACK
Oil & Gas Rigs

Tips: You need
extremely stout tackle
for these bruisers in
the Gulf. Target the
160-foot depths for
the biggest jacks,
which may tip the
scales at 80 pounds!

REDFISH
Mississippi Sound

Tips: Look for large
schools of the bull
reds. Feeding gulls
can often lead you to
these fish in areas that
have a moving cur-
rent. Chrome or brass
spoons work well for
this angling. 

FLOUNDER
Cat Island Passes

Tips: Jigs tipped with
plastic grubs draw
strikes from these
predators that lurk
buried in the sand. Or,
you can wade the
shallow flats with a
light to gig them after
dark. 

CRAPPIE
Grenada Lake

Tips: October is the
best month of the year
for catching paper-
mouths on north
Mississippi reservoirs.
Trolling with jigs on
multiple rods can pro-
vide the fixings for a
fall fish fry.

WHITE BASS
Pickwick Lake

Tips: The most con-
sistent action of the
year takes place for
schooling white bass
this month. Look for
the fish on the surface
and toss shad-imitat-
ing crankbaits or top-
water lures.

CRAPPIE
Delta Oxbows

Tips: Look for deeper
holes where the slabs
are holding in tight
schools. Chotard and
Albermarle are two of
the top destinations;
the crappie there take
jigs or minnows.

KING
MACKEREL

Oil & Gas Rigs

REDFISH
Gulf Bays & Inlets

WHITE BASS
Mississippi River

LUNKER
CATFISH

Mississippi River

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Tenn-TomWaterway

SPECKLED
TROUT

Coastal Bays

BLACK DRUM
Coastal Bridge

Pilings

SPECKLED
TROUT

Gulf Beaches

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Ross Barnett

SPECKLED
TROUT

Biloxi Back Bay

STRIPED BASS
Coastal Rivers

BLUE CATFISH
Pickwick Lake
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