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From the coast to the mountains, there’s great fishing year ’round in South
Carolina. We’ve picked three of the best trips for each month of the year.

by Jeff Samsel

In South Carolina there is plenty of
fishing to dream about. With trout
streams at one end of the state and an
ocean at the other, angling opportuni-
ties are extensive and wonderfully
diverse, and there are great things to
do every month of the year. We’ve
gone through and picked out the best
of the best, from January through

December. Let’s take a look.
JANUARY

Crappie
Lake Wylie

There’s nothing quite like hot crap-
pie action for breaking the chill of a
winter day and nowhere quite like Lake
Wylie for finding that sizzling slab
action. Big crappie abound in Wylie’s

fertile waters, and the fishing can be
excellent all 12 months of the year.

During January, most fish will be
close to a major channel, holding
either in deep brush or at the ends of
boat docks (or in many cases, both).
Anglers who know the locations of
offshore brushpiles on Wylie simply
go to their pet spots and either fish
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JUNE

CRAPPIE
Lake Wylie

Tips: If a dock
produces crappie,
check the depth and
bottom characteris-
tics of the area on
your depthfinder.
Similar docks should
hold fish.

LARGEMOUTHS
Cooper River

Tips: On high tide,
move up in the 
broken rice fields.
Look for ditches in
the flooded fields and
fish them thoroughly
with bottom-bumping
baits.

CRAPPIE
Lake Greenwood

Tips: Use marker
buoys to keep track of
productive spots while
trolling; at the least,
these spots should get
another pass.

SPOTTED BASS
Lake Keowee

Tips: Keep a topwater
plug tied on at all
times at Keowee and
throw it periodically.
You’ll get strikes even
when no bass have
been running bait.

BREAM
Lake Murray

Tips: Tiny topwater
plugs that imitate ter-
restrial insects are
great tools for catch-
ing big bluegills this
time of year.

JACK CREVALLE
Charleston Harbor

Tips: If someone
hooks a jack, cast
right behind where the
first broke. 
Often there will be
more fish right there,
ready to strike.

BLUE CATFISH
Santee-Cooper

HYBRIDS
Lake Thurmond

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Brown

TROUT
Lake Jocassee

SEATROUT
Creeks/Beaches

SMALLMOUTHS
Broad River

WHITE PERCH
Lake Murray

SMALLMOUTHS
Boyds Mill Pond

SHEEPSHEAD
Piers/Bridges

BREAM
Lake Moultrie

CATFISH
Edisto River

SMALLMOUTHS
Lake Jocassee
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vertically or cast and count baits
down to the brush. The rest of us have
to find the cover and the fish.

One good way to locate the best
docks is to work fairly quickly from
dock to dock, fishing minnows under
slip corks and setting a few lines at
different depths and fishing each
dock for five or 10 minutes. An alter-
native technique is to troll slowly with
several lines behind the boat, either
following a channel edge or trolling
just off the ends of a row of docks.
Once the fish-holding docks or
brushpiles have been located, it’s easy
to figure out the best strategy for fish-
ing them effectively.

FEBRUARY
Largemouth Bass

Cooper River
High fertility, hydrilla and a heavy

dose of crawfish and various forage
fish species combine to make the
Cooper River a haven for largemouth
bass. Early spring, beginning with
the first warm days in February,
always produces some double-digit-
weight largemouths for Cooper River
bass fishermen.

Anglers work both along the river’s
banks and within vast wetlands

up just outside of breaks in dikes,
where tidal currents carry food pulled
from draining fields.

Jigs probably account for the most
big bass on the Cooper River, espe-
cially during the cool months. Other
good bets include crawfish-colored
crankbaits and tubes, which effective-
ly imitate both craws and natural for-
age fish. Good bass waters on the
Cooper extend from the mouth of the
Tailwater Canal well into brackish
water and include several tributaries
and backwaters.

MARCH
Crappie

Lake Greenwood
Lake Greenwood supports a great

crappie population, and during March
the fishing tends to turn pretty easy.
Docks, brushpiles, stumps, bridges
and blowdowns are all apt to have fish
on them, and anglers typically can
catch all the crappie they need by
simply casting minnows around visi-
ble targets within creek arms and then
waiting for corks to dart under.

If the fish aren’t tight to obvious
cover, drifting or slow-trolling comes
into play. By putting out a handful of
lines rigged with jigs, minnows or jig-

formed by broken rice fields, where
dikes have long been breached. On
high tide, the best action occurs up in
the rice fields. On lower tides, fish
feed more actively in the river itself,
often around blowdowns or up in the
reeds. During falling tides, fish stack

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Russell

Tips: Black lights and
fluorescent line really
help for watching the
line; anglers who use
these rigs will set the
hook on fish they oth-
erwise would have
missed.

CATFISH
Pee Dee River

Tips: Set up near the
upper end of a hole at
dark and move farther
up into the flat above
the hole as the night
progresses. Cats will
feed shallow at night.

POMPANO
Piers And Surf

Tips: When pompano
are your official 
target, you can expect
the shrimp and cut
bait you are using to
catch a variety of
other species as well.

STRIPERS/
HYBRIDS

Lake Hartwell

Tips: If you’re load-
ing up on small
hybrids and want
stripers, move while
you still have the bait.
Stripers and hybrids
tend to run in groups.

LARGEMOUTHS
Santee-Cooper

Tips: Look for cur-
rent in the Diversion 
Canal. When water is
flowing, fishing im-
proves on both lakes
by positioning the
fish and making them
more active.

TROUT
Chattooga River

Tips: Don’t overlook
minnow-imitating
plugs for trout. For
special regulations,
remove both sets of
trebles and replace the
back treble with a sin-
gle hook.

FLOUNDER
Creeks/Sounds

CRAPPIE
Lake Russell

FLATHEAD 
CATFISH

Lake Thurmond

WHITE BASS
Lake Wylie

KING 
MACKEREL

Offshore

REDFISH
Tidal Creeks

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Wylie

REDEYE BASS
Chattooga River

LARGEMOUTHS
Lake Greenwood

TROUT
Lake Tugalo

CRAPPIE
Lake Keowee

CHAIN 
PICKEREL
Lake Marion

Spring is the prime time to catch big
largemouths on lakes throughout
South Carolina. Photo by Jeff Samsel.
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